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PHILOSOPHICAL 

TRANSACTIO NS. 

Novtmb.zo. I 67 6 i /or the Months ofOcfober and ^cvembeu 

T^f• CONTENTS. 
Olffervatioffs coacermr/g [owe of the mojl cottfiderable purt^ oj 
Afia. Tveo Contrivances cj W' grofcopss,|>; iWy.Coniers ; mtc- 
rior to that, which woi publijhed N. i 2 7. "the Occult ation of the 
rimet Mars by the Moon^obferved bjiMenfJrkvclim.Mr, Fhxn^ 
ftead afid Mr. Hal :y . Two Letters concerning Rock Piants,//&^Jr 
Figures and Groveth,/n Account of feme Boo;ti;).EpheineridutR 
Medico- Fhyficar II m Germanicarum Annu ! V.& V, II. Nen- 
velle Methode en Geometrie pur its Sfcitws des fnperficies 
Coniques ^ Cylindriques, drc ( \ \ Ophth.ilmcoraphiA^ A. G'U 
Br.ggs i^.M. IV. Longitude found by ''-^.''d >rY< '^en 

Obfervjtions concerning fomeof the mofi conjiderablepurts of 
ASIA. 

f"Of thefe Obfervations, as they are tot' IK/.v, we are obliged 
to that great Traveller, Monfieur Jcnn Baptifle tavernier^ 
who having made fix Vuyages into la;-//, i'c'i'Zj.andthe JB*/?- 
Indies, (five of vihich were by him pertormed by Laod,)hath 
lately publifhed the fame in two VolutDes in quxrtoM Parvi.Tht 
firfi: whereof,(to be only taken notice of in this Traftjcontains 
I. The different Roads palTable from Parti to Ifpaban, through 
the Northern Countries ofturkji: 2. The fevera: Roads from t.he 
fame City of Farii to Jjpahan ihrovgh thtSouthern Province^of 
Ttirky^H:\d through the Defert : ^.Tlie Roads pafTable into TmJ^y 
and Perfia through the Northern Provinces of Europe j wh.cu- 
occurs a particular Relation of divers Countries neighbouring 
to iht EUcks^nd Ca/pian Stis : 4. A Defcriptionof PerfiA ^ its 
Inhabitants, ProduflionSjGovernnienr, Cuftoms, Arts, Manu- 
fafluresand Commodities. 

Some of the Obfervations themfelves. 

X, That ]Jpaha» is about thebignefsof Parit , but that Paru 
hath ten times more people than Iff than. 

2. That the Airof^Goaa^owfrom the month of Mpil toihzX. 
of November is fo'unhcaUhy, that it breeds a very Kialigh Fe- 
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vcr, wbicb,if it kill not, is followed with the Jaunders for the 
remainder of the Patients life: Andjthat after the end of Marf 6 
the wind changeih, blowing for therooft part from the Weft or 
Southweft, and being fometimes fo hot and fufFocating , that it 
takes away refpiration : whence the Jrdia^s give it the name 
El- SAmiel , that is , a Wmii of poyjon ■ And, w h i c h feems very 
firange, if one take an arm oraieg, or any other part of the 
body, that hath been newly ftifled by that fuffocaring wind, it 
remains in the hand liiceGreale, and as if the body had been dead 
a month before. The fame kind of Air is, according to this Au- 
thor, about Mottffet and Bagdaf ; concerning which he relates, 
thatjtravei'.ing oiicc ;)pon the road from IJpihan co Bugdat , he 
had been ft!H<d> i- ir- had not been in the company of fome A- 
r(*^w» Merchants: Butthefe, as foon as they perceived this 
wind coming, piell:nt!y made him light from his Beaft , and 
throw himfelf, together with thtm , fist upon the ground on 
their bellies, covering themfeives weil v\ ith their Cloalis. In 
which condition having remained for half an hour, and on 
much ado faved themfeives from being fufP)cated,theyrofe up, 
finding their Horfes muck-wet all over, and ^o faint, that they 
were not able to carry their Riders. But, when men are upon 
fome River, though the fame wind do blow in the fame feafon, 
it "doth no harm, though people were ftark naked. He faith fur- 
ther,that fometimes the blaft is fo hot, that it burns as if Light- 
ning had paffed. 

3. That all the precious Oyls, Confits and Unguents , that 
our Author had been prefented with by the Great Duke of Tof- 
€any,d\d^ when he came into thofe hot Countries,boyl from the 
heat reigning there , and even break the bottles that contained 
them: And particularly, that of 24 boxes of Treacle,that were 
fi^ fcrewed, not one efcapcd whofe bottom was not burft out. 

4. That in Perfia. few Children have the fmall Pox, but, in- 
flead thereof, moft of them are troubled with the ScurfF on the 
head, till they are i o or 1 2 years old. 

5. That the Pnfiatis know nothing of the Gout or Stone j 
only the Armenians, who drink more wine than water, arc trou- 
bled with the latter of thofe two difeafes. 

6,Thaf the JPfy/<»/;j,efpecial!y the better fort of them,^re far 
Mi Cubjefl to ficknefsjthan the Eurofeans^b^cwh they fail not 
in Spring to fake inwardly a decoction of the wood of Chirnt , 

which 
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which is a Root coming out of C^/«.<,and by our Author feid to 
be a kind of Rhubarb,an excellent Prefervative of health.This 
root they let boyl for feveral days in water, according to the 
dofeprefcribed by the Phyfician-E.^.the firft day they put one 
ounce of it in three pints of water, increafing the dofeof the 
Root every day unto the twelfth, and thence to the twentieth 
day* Tl^s drink is faid to be very agreeable to the tafte, and 
of thecolourof ourpale wines. Wbilft they are drinking this 
decoftion,they nmft eat nothing but a little bread,and a roafted 
Chicken without Salt ; and afrer rhey have done drinking, they 
muft forbeareating Fruit a whole month. When this Drink is 
taken, the perfon that hath caken it muft be very well covered 
tofweat ; of which fweat , which is copious , his linnen be- 
comes all yellow, and even all the wall, of his Chamber. This 
Rooteafily fpoils, and whilft 'tis good, the Authorfaith a 
pound of itcofis an hundred Crowns. 

7.That all the Women of the Turkifli Scraglto are frequently 
chawing Maftic, as that which takes away tht impurity of the 
Teeth, and keeps them clean and white. 

8. That when the Ncg^ies^ a fort of Tartars, have received 
any wound, they ufe no other oyntment but fome boiled flefli, 
applied hot to the wound. And when the wound is deep, they 
thruft in a piece of fat as hot as the Tatient can endure it : And 
for this purpofe they count the flefh and fac of Horfes beft of 
all. 

9. Thofe that are troubled with the Colick, areorder'd to 
eat Horfe-flielh ; which they fay cures many. 

10. That 'tis very true , that near the Ifle of Ba/^rfr^^ they 
fetch fweet water from the bottom of the Sea 5 and that about 
Cape Comorin and along the coaft of Ceromandel and Malabar, 
where no fweet water is, the people come with their veflels at 
the time of Low- water as near to the Sea as they can , digging 
about two foot in the Sand, where they meet with fweet water 
good to drink. 

1 1. That Camels bear their young ones Eleven months, and 
can be without drink many days, even to nine, and that the big- 
ger fort of them are able to carry a 1000, yea 1500 pound 
weight. That their Milk is a foveraign remedy againft the 
Dropfie. 

1 2. "ihat the Cows about B^/yir/*, having no grafs to feed on, 
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are fed with the heads of Fiftes and Dates boiled together. 

13. That the Palm-rrees in theCountry of B4/py^ are thus 
propagated. They dig a hole in the earth, in which they range 
250 or 300 Date- kernels J ane a topcf another pyramid- wife, 
with the point upwards , fo as that the pyramid ends in one 
kernel : Which being covered with earth, the Tree grows up. 

i4.ThatCraw-fi(hes do creep upon high of "-he whrte Miil- 
berry-trees about Sun-fer, eating the fruit; and at break of day 
come down again into the Rivers, near which thofe Trees grow. 

15.. That Porcupins kill Lions, by darting into their bo- 
dy their quills. 

1 6. That all along the Gulph of Ferjia there are vaft num- 
bers of a kind of Locufts, which are edible, and of which our 
Travel! erainnriS th"': he oi^encd one that was fix inches long, 
and found 17 little ones in its bellyjall of thtni ftirring. 

1 70 That there in a Takxn Perfia, which being beaten into 
pieces as fiiiaii as Lentils, and tinged with what colour they 
plearc,'they n^ix it with Cha'k well fleaked, and rubbing their 
walls with it, make them iljinejafpis-like, which is very agree- 
able fo the eye. 

18. That on rhe v/eftof theCaJpUfiSez, a little above f^^- 
mi^iy there is a Rock advancing out upon t1ie Oioar , whence 
dropsan0yl,of which the P?^4*/ make a Vernis,by infufifig- 
in it fonie dropsof Maftic. This oyl whilfl: ifTuing out of the 
rock is as clear as water 5 but afterwards thickens by little- 
mdUnk. 

19. That the beft Glue in the world is nndcof Stttrgeon, k 
being To ftrong, that you fbal! fooner fear the matter thus glued 
any vt^hereelfe than in the place where 'tis glued. The manner 
of the Turks in preparing it is this : When they have taken out 
Jhe garbage of the filJh, they meet with a certain skin that co- 
vers the fleQi ; and this they pull away from about the head to 
ihe end of the belly; This skin is very glutinous, and of the 
Jhicknefs of two paper leave? : This they roll up to thethick- 
^lefs of a mans arm, and fo put it to dry in the Sun : And when 
they will ufe it, they beat it with an hammer, andbeingwell 
beaten they breaik it- into little bits, which they put*and keep 
inv/ater for about half an hoar in a little pot, and fo fet it over 
agentlefire, flirting it continually till it become liquid, and 
saieing heed Sf \kecpiJigi't from boyling,' which would utterly 
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a«. That the PerfiAnt are exquifirely skilful in damaskining 
with Vitriol 5 but that the nature of the Steel by them ufed con 
tributesvery much to the good workmanfhip, they not being 
able to do fo well with their own or our Steel. This Steel they 
fetch from Gdccnda, which is the only kind known that can be 
well damaskined. And 'tis very differing from ours : For,v. hen 
'tis put to the fire to temper it, they very carefully give it on'v 
a little rednefs like that of a cherry-colour, and inftead oi 
quenching it in water, as we do,they only wrap it in a v/et piece 
of Linnen cloth ; for, if they fhould give it the fame degree of 
heat that we do to ours, it would grow as brittle as glafs. 

2r. That ihe Perjian Councrymen about IJpahan , coming 
every morning to fetch away all manner of the ordures of the 
Town to dung their land withaljtake up much rather the excre- 
ments of the i4rmenuns, Jew/and Franks, becaufe they drink 
v/ine, than thofe of the Ferfiafjs, that generally drink none. 

22. That in Ferf a they make the running of Foot-men a 
Tradcjby breeding them up to ir, and with folennity receiving 
him for Matter of-the Trade who performs the Matter- piece of 
running 36 common Leagues in a day, from Svin rifing to Sua-- 
fetting. 

So far the Ohfervntkm of the firft Voliimejf^o/? of the fecond 
vitffhall refervefor the nextofjortunity. 

J. Defcription of Mr. John Con iers, JpthecAry and Citiztn, 
hii Hygrofcope, in two feveral Cofstrhanses ; together 
with fomeObfervAtions made thereon : Communicated in a, 
Letter to the Fubiifier^O&ob. 33, 1676. 
SIR, 

I Thought itneceffary to acquaint you, that in my diverfion?, 
among many (at leaft 4c) feveral Trials, made by me for the 
readieft and beft difcovery of the Change or Temperature of 
the Air and Weather,! have found out,that by applying a Hand 
and a Circular Index or a Quarter- circle to a Pannel made of 
duly feafoned Deal-wood, and that divided or flit in two parts 
playing loofe in a groove, and only fattned to the frame at escli 
end (as you may fee by the figures, accompanying thefe lines.) 
you have one of the bett,if not the very beft contrivance fox' 
thatpurpofe. I have made two feveral Contrivances of icy 
the one I invented and-contrived about five or fix years 6ncc,- 
here explained in the firfl Figure, together with >bme Obferva'- 



